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Subsidy 
may be 
sought 
for soccer 
stadium 


m City officials and the 
Sacramento Republic FC 
ownership group are 
discussing potential public 
contributions. 


BY RYAN LILLIS 
rlillis@sacbee.com 


Sacramento city leaders 
and the local ownership group 
seeking an expansion spot in 
Major League Soccer are 
discussing public contribu- 
tions to a new $250 million 
soccer stadium planned for 
the downtown railyard - con- 
versations that eventually 
may include a request for a 
direct public subsidy to the 
project’s construction. 

Mayor Darrell Steinberg 
said he is comfortable with a 
limited public contribution to 
the project, including reduc- 
ing some building fees and 
donating land to Republic FC 
for a team training facility. 

But Steinberg said city 
residents have expected that 
the stadium construction 
would be privately financed. 
Former Mayor Kevin Johnson 
set that expectation three 
years ago following a contro- 
versial campaign that culmi- 
nated in a $255 million sub- 
sidy for Golden 1 Center. 
That subsidy is funded largely 
by city parking revenue and 
backed by the city’s general 
fund, which pays for most 
core services such as police 
officers, firefighters and 
parks. 

“Tm confident we can get 
Major League Soccer without 
a major public construction or 
operating subsidy,” Steinberg 
said. “Major League Soccer 
and the building of a state-of- 
the-art railyard stadium 
would have a tremendous 
benefit to the community. But 
this primarily needs to be 
done privately, and that has 
been the expectation from the 
beginning.” 

Asked if he would request a 
direct construction subsidy 
from the city, Republic FC 
CEO and Chairman Kevin 
Nagle said the team remains 
“incredibly appreciative to 
Mayor Steinberg and the City 
Council for their support and 
are committed to continuing 
to work with them to explore 
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TO OUR READERS 
The Home & Garden 
section has moved. You 
will find it in the Local 
section starting on page 
4B. There, Garden writer 
Debbie Arrington offers 
tips on how to get started 
on growing better roses. 
Other features, such as 
the Garden Checklist, 
Garden Calendar, Garden 
Detective, and the 
columns House to Home 
and Antiques are on 
pages 4, 5 and 6B. 


Senator at meeting 
insists Trump words 
were ‘vile and racist 


BY EILEEN SULLIVAN 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 
resident Donald Trump 
on Friday offered a 
vague denial about the 
language he chose to 
use about immigrants during a 
private meeting with lawmakers 
at the White House on Thurs- 
day, when he reportedly re- 
ferred to African nations as 
“shithole countries.” 

But Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., 
said Friday that the president 
did use the term “shithole,” 
during the course of the meet- 
ing on immigration - which 


TOM BRENNER NYT 


Sen. Dick Durbin, a Democrat 
from Illinois, says President 
Donald Trump repeatedly used 
coarse language Thursday. 


© wore nsive 


els Trump a racist? An analysis of the 
president's attitudes toward race. 8A 
eHaiti and Africa are “shocked and 
outraged” over Trump remarks. 8A 


Durbin attended. The senator 
described Trump as saying 
“things which were hate-filled, 
vile and racist.” 

In a Twitter post on Friday, 
just hours before the president 
signed a proclamation to honor 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
which is Monday, Trump ap- 
peared to parse the language he 
used when he spoke about im- 
migrants from different regions 
of the world. 


The president wrote that he 
never said of Haitians, “take 
them out.” 

The Twitter post was his sec- 
ond about news accounts of a 
private meeting Thursday at the 
White House. The president 
denied some aspects of reports 
on his language - but he did not 
comment on his reported use of 
vulgarity to describe African 
nations. 

“It’s not true,” Durbin said of 
Trump’s denial. “He said these 
hate-filled things and he said 
them repeatedly.” 

Trump tweeted that his com- 
ments about Haitians were 
fabricated by Democrats, and 
said he “probably should record 
future meetings - unfortunately, 
no trust!” 

Trump disparaged immigra- 
tion from African nations, ac- 
cording to people with direct 
knowledge of the conversation. 
Trump also said the United 
States should admit more peo- 
ple from places like Norway, an 
overwhelmingly white country. 

“Why do we need more Hai- 
tians?” Trump said, according 
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GRIM, SLOGGING SEARCH FOR BODIES 
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MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AP 


A Cal Fire search and rescue crew walks through mud Friday near homes damaged by storms in Montecito. The mudslide, touched off 
by heavy rain, took many homeowners by surprise early Tuesday. It has killed at least 17. Crews continued to dig through the muck and 
rubble with at least five people still missing Friday. “We're still looking for live victims,” Santa Barbara fire Capt. Gary Pitney said. 3A 


INSIGHT 


State pensions ‘on the chopping 
block’ in recession, says Brown 


BY ADAM ASHTON 
aashton@sacbee.com 


Gov. Jerry Brown this week 
predicted that his 2012 pension 
law will survive union challeng- 
es in court and blow a hole in 
the so-called “California rule” 
that has restricted changes to 
public employee retirement 
plans for half a century. 

“When the next recession 
comes around, the governor will 


have the option of considering 
pension cutbacks for the first 
time in a long time,” Brown said 
at a news conference this week 
where he unveiled his 2018-19 
budget plan. 

Brown has been working to 
strike out the California rule, a 
precedent dating back to the 
1950s that holds public agencies 
cannot reduce pension promises 
without offering workers new 
incentives to offset the loss of 
retirement income. 


His office in November re- 
placed the attorney general’s 
office in defending his pension 
law against a challenge filed by 
the state firefighter union. The 
union argues that the pension 
law denied benefits to employ- 
ees who were promised them, 
including the ability to purchase 
“air time” that they could use to 
enhance their pensions upon 
retirement. 

It’s one of several high profile 
pension lawsuits that are ex- 


pected to appear before the 
state Supreme Court this year. 

Those cases have collected a 
cluster of appeals court rulings 
that have questioned the Cali- 
fornia rule. One said public 
workers are “entitled only to a 
‘reasonable’ pension, not one 
providing fixed or definite bene- 
fits immune from modifica- 
tion.” 

Brown cited that ruling when 
he spoke to reporters this week. 

“There is a lot more flexibility 
than is currently assumed by 
those who discuss the California 
rule,” Brown said. “At the next 
downturn when things look 
pretty dire, (pensions) will be on 
the chopping block.” 

The worst-case scenario for 
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